Differential fluorochromasia of human lymphocytes as measured by flow cytometry.
Peripheral human lymphocytes reacted with fluorescein diacetate and analyzed by flow cytometry produced a bimodal fluorescence distribution that was shown to be attributable to the differential staining of T and B lymphocytes. Lymphocytes were fractionated into rosetting (T cell) and nonrosetting (B cell) populations. Both subfractions were reacted with fluorescein diacetate and analyzed by flow cytometry. The rosetting fraction was more fluorescent than the nonrosetting fraction, and the analysis of an appropriate mixture of the subfractionated populations produced a fluorescence distribution very similar to that obtained with unfractionated lymphocytes.